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Programs
In 25 communities around the country, 
our staff work intensively with schools 
and other organizations to ensure that 
young people are provided the 
opportunities, skills, and resources to 
be catalysts for environmental 
improvement. All of our programs 
provide educators with award-winning 
sets of tools and resources that help 
them guide young people through a 
process of discovering a genuine 
environmental problem, and then 
researching and creating a long-term, 
sustainable solution. And thanks to 10 
years of evaluations conducted annually 
by Brandeis University, we know these 
programs get results.  

Partnerships
With such an ambitious mission, we 
know we can’t do it alone. So we make 
it a priority to forge a variety of 
partnerships — some of them 
public/private partnerships that promote 
employee engagement and corporate 
social responsibility, some of them 
programmatic partnerships that advance 
common goals, all of them strategic 
partnerships that leverage the expertise 
and resources of other institutions. 

Professional Services
In order to more efficiently meet the 
needs of formal and nonformal 
educators around the country, we have 
developed ngage, the enterprise 
explained in this brochure. As the 
professional services arm of Earth Force, 
Ngage is an effort to distill all that we 
have learned from our programs and 
partnerships, and offer them as training 
and/or consulting services that can be 
tailored for local needs.

“The training was outstanding. It focused participants on how to develop quality youth-driven service-
learning programs. Thanks so much!”

ABOUT EARTH FORCE
Earth Force, Inc., is an education nonprofit founded in 1993 whose mission is to engage young people as active citizens who 
improve the environment and their communities now and in the future. With a staff of 35 accomplished educators, youth advocates, 
scientists, and trainers — who work with 20,000 young people and 700 educators in 17 states each year — Earth Force has 
earned a reputation as an industry leader in the fields of service-learning, environmental education, and civic engagement. Our 
work centers around three core activities:
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WHAT WE’RE ABOUT
A business division of Earth Force, Inc., Ngage is a consortium of industry-
leading teachers, trainers, and youth advocates united to help educators 
engage, inspire, and enlighten their students. Today’s educators are expected 
to be miracle-workers—to do more with less, to be de facto social workers,
to be held accountable for curricular decisions made by others.

We understand that in order to meet these expectations—while at the same 
time nurturing in each student the ability to solve the complex problems of 
the community, the nation, and the world—educators must have the best 
tools and techniques at the ready. And we’re here to help. With decades of 
combined experience applying the principles of service-learning, civic 
engagement, and environmental education in schools across the country, we 
have unparalleled expertise helping educators incorporate research-based 
active learning strategies into their repertoire of instructional practices.

In essence, we are in the business of equipping all educators – formal and 
nonformal alike – with the instructional skills they need to help young people 
be passionate, principled, and proactive leaders of their communities. We 
believe that young people can and should be catalysts for community change. 
We believe that educators are the lynchpins for that catalytic process. And 
we believe that it takes a purposeful, research-driven, inquiry-based approach 
to teaching and learning to make all this happen.

Sectors
 Service-learning
 Environmental education
 Civic learning
 Character education
 Place-based education

Principles & Practices
 Youth voice
 Reflection
 Inclusivity and diversity
 Influencing policy and practice
 Standards integration
 Program evaluation

Instructional & Program Design—designing and managing activities that engage students 
as active learners and agents of positive change

WHAT WE KNOW

Youth Engagement—helping adults and students work together to improve 
schools and communities

 Classroom management
 Democratic classrooms
 Youth-adult partnerships
 Youth events

 Youth leadership
 Youth organizing
 Social justice

Environmental Science & Stewardship—building systems that help 
students think like scientists and act like citizens

 Waste management
 Environmental justice
 Biodiversity
 Marine ecology

 Watershed education
 Energy conservation
 Geographic information systems

Over the years we have developed expertise in a wide array of topics, including those listed below.

“An informative and fun day of 
intensive thinking, but well worth 
the effort.”

“I  now understand how 
important it is for youth (and 
thus communities) to experience 
a new approach to education.”

“Lively and insightful.”

WHAT WE DO
Building on our expertise, we offer a comprehensive suite of services for clients ranging from schools, districts, and universities to    
government agencies, nonprofit organizations, and businesses.

TRAINING—on-site workshops and training sessions tailored to meet the unique needs and context of the client

Examples: West Virginia Commission for National and Community Service and Michigan Community Service Commission
 We trained the WVCNCS’s nonprofit-based grantees to enhance their existing work with the state of the art in service-learning. 
 We trained the MCSC’s school-based grantees to meet state science standards by infusing watershed science concepts with service-

learning pedagogy.

CONSULTATION—in-depth consultation and technical assistance with organizational and/or programmatic operations

Example: University of Colorado
 We worked with the faculty of CU’s Environmental Studies program to more effectively infuse the principles of inclusivity and diversity 

into their instruction and programming.

PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT—design of curricular and other instructional resources

Example: Pennsylvania Center for Environmental Education
 On behalf of PCEE, we developed a series of six WebQuests for middle and high school students, each of which provides inquiry-

based challenges for students to conduct online research and offline action on a critical environmental issue.

INSTITUTES—national conferences focused on one or more of our core areas of expertise

Example: Environmental Citizenship Institute
 We hosted this event that assembled educators from around the country for a unique 3-day professional learning experience aimed 

at infusing classroom instruction with more purposeful civic learning.

Contact us at ngage@earthforce.org or 703.299.9400 and let’s talk about what we can do for you.


